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Esteemed participants:
Welcome to the first-of-its-kind NOPHNRCSE virtual training conference. Our
theme: "Hispanics, Advancing Conservation through Resilience, Adaptability, and
Innovation." Throughout this USDA-wide educational training, you will be
presented with engaging content centered around conservation, leadership tools,
and improved engagement with our future ag professionals. I hope each
participant takes an increased awareness and skillset that allows them to join in
the work of strengthening our collective community with its inherent diversity.
This work is at the center of the NOPHNRCSE mission of assisting in delivering
program benefits and services to the Hispanic community by strengthening the
agency's efforts in the recruitment, retention, development, and advancement of
Hispanics.
I want to thank the National Council leadership, our region representatives,
committee chairs, and NOPSY members who have volunteered to stand up at the
conference and bring this excellent program to you. A special "thank you" to the
Office of the Chief and our partner organizations —Xerces Society, Mano Y Ola, our
Past Presidents and Leadership Advisory Council, USDA, and NRCS executive
divisions. They have inspired and supported NOPSY in formalizing this program.
Without our membership and partner organizations' support, a training of this
magnitude and caliber could not have been realized.
I'm very proud to be Latino and serve a Hispanic organization that is impacting our
Department internally and with Hispanic serving organizations externally. I invite
you to embrace the Hispanic culture, be it yours or your neighbors, and realize that
together we can accomplish many great things for the agricultural professionals of
tomorrow. "Unidos", we can continue to strive to ensure Latinos have a place in
USDA culture as we provide service to the over 80,000 registered Latino farmers
across the country and achieve our goal of assisting NRCS in information
technology transfer to the Hispanic community.
Fittingly, this training conference is taking place
during the celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month.
¡Feliz Mes de la Herencia Hispana!
On behalf of the National Council, Office of the
President, I thank you for accompanying us as we
carry out this training.
Sincerely,

Victor M. Hernandez
V.M. Hernandez, M.S
President
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DAY 1: Technical Track
Date: 9/29/2022

Start time: 11:30 pm EST

End time: 4:00 pm EST

Master of Ceremony: Jennifer Rivera-SanAntonio
TIME

DE S CRIPTI ON

P RE S E NTE R

11:30 am

Opening Remarks

Victor M. Hernandez,
NOPHNRCSE President

11:40 am

Morning Address

Terry Cosby, NRCS Chief

11:50 am

SESSION 1:
Adequate soil moisture contentmoney in the bank
Moderator: Carlos Roda

Manuel Diaz Gonzalez &
Tomas Aguilar Campos

1:00 pm

BREAK

5 minutes

1:05 pm

SESSION 2:
Conservation solutions for Soil Health Partners and Technology
Moderator: Melissa Lopez Martinez

Manuel Matos,
Deedee Soto

2:15 pm

BREAK

5 minutes

2:20 pm

Keynote Address

Rebecca De La Torre,
First Latina
NOPHNRCSE President

2:35 pm

SESSION 3:
Urban Ag and NRCS: Innovating Mindsets
Moderators: Carolina Luciano Ramos &
Jorge Ortiz Montalvo

Paula Salazar,
Jose Jimenez,
Maria Alonso

3:55 pm

Closing Remarks
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Natural Resources Conservation Service

Terry Cosby
Chief
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service
Washington, D.C.
NRCS Chief Terry Cosby leads a premier
federal conservation agency known for its
3,000 field-office network that helps farmers,
ranchers and private forest landowners
nationwide plan and carry out voluntary
conservation activities on their operations.
During Terry’s more than 40-year career with
NRCS, he has held numerous leadership and
staff positions. He began his career as an
NRCS intern in Iowa in 1979 and rose through
the agency’s ranks to become its 17th chief on
May 24, 2021. Prior to his current position,
Terry served as NRCS’s Acting Chief for
several months.
Terry’s conservation and agricultural roots run deep. He grew up on his family’s cotton
farm and attended a land grant university that prepared him well to serve all
producers, including those who were historically underserved. His childhood, education
and passion for conservation and agriculture paved the way for him to reach great
heights throughout his NRCS career. Prior to being named Acting Chief, Terry served as
NRCS State Conservationist in Ohio for 16 years. His other leadership positions include
Deputy State Conservationist in Idaho, Assistant State Conservationist for Field
Operations in Missouri, and Area Resource Conservationist in Iowa.
Terry’s great-grandfather purchased the family farm in Tallahatchie County, Mississippi,
in the late 1800s. Terry, a Tallahatchie County native, earned his Bachelor of Science in
Agricultural Education from Alcorn State University in Alcorn, Mississippi, the nation’s
first Black land grant college. Terry and his wife Brenda are the proud parents of four
children. His leisure activities include hunting, fishing, and spending as much time as
possible with his seven grandchildren.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Rebecca de la Torre

Assistant State Conservationist – Employee Engagement for AZ NRCS
De la Torre worked in California, Washington,
DC, New Mexico, and now “The Grand Canyon
State” and has held many different positions
since she started with the agency as a high
school student. Over her nearly 40-year
career foundation, she has been involved at
the local, state, Tribal, regional, national, and
international levels to yield positive landscape
outcomes and results. Her areas of focus are
communications, partnership building,
international relations, interagency
collaboration, project management, strategic
planning, administrative and field operations
systems, contracting, stakeholders’
involvement, employee engagement, student
experiences, training frameworks, and
promoting diversity, equity, and cultural
inclusion. She has traveled to 33 states and
internationally on assignments.

She has earned numerous honors and awards for philanthropic efforts throughout her
career and community. She is the first female President and founding member of the
employee resource group, National Organization of Professional Hispanics NRCS
Employees. She is also a lifetime member of several other professional employee
organizations.
De la Torre holds two degrees; a bachelor’s in communications with a concentration in
public affairs and a Bachelor of Arts in International Relations with a concentration in
Latin America, both from California State University – Chico. She also attended Arizona
State University pursuing Ecology and Organismal Biology Degree coursework.
She makes her home in Tempe, Arizona, with her husband, Lynn, and two daughters,
Isabella (14-year-old) and Alessandra (12-year-old), along with their Black Lab, Wilson,
and Orange Cat, Charlie.
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SESSION 1
Adequate soil moisture content: money in the bank
Synopsis:
Managing soil moisture content is a highly relevant factor when the goal is to achieve
crop maximum yield. American farmers throughout the US experience soil moisture
deficit during the summer months, requiring more efficient irrigation practices.
Creating an effective irrigation schedule can be critical in places where water is limited
and/or costly. An irrigation scheduling using soil moisture monitoring systems and
automated irrigation can be a viable alternative for many farmers, especially those
who can save significant money while addressing soil and water quality, and water
availability as resource concerns through its implementation. In this session, you will
be introduced to soil moisture, soil moisture monitoring, and the current technology
used to implement automated irrigation systems.

PRESENTERS:
Manuel Diaz Gonzalez
Agricultural Engineer, Amherst, MA
Diaz Gonzalez has worked for the agency for 12 years primarily focused on
projects related to irrigation and soil and water management. Manuel has
worked in the states of Washington, Utah, Idaho, New Hampshire, Puerto Rico
and Massachusetts. His love for farming systems extends from childhood,
growing up on a 46 acre vegetable farm in Puerto Rico.

Tomas Aguilar Campos
District Conservationist, Indio, CA
Aguilar Campos has served in his current position of District Conservationist for
six of the last 12 years. He is a Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) for the Western
Region per the American Society of Agronomy program. Aguilar Campos has
assisted a diverse population of farmers, ranchers, and forestland owners with
technical and financial assistance. In particular his expertise extend to
irrigation, water and nutrient management.
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SESSION 2
Conservation solutions for Soil Health - Partners and Technology
Synopsis:
Conservation practices that address the four principles of Soil Health can also
enhance the habitat for pollinators. Working with Partners like the Xerces Society
help us offer innovative solutions to implementing conservation on the ground.
Technology can also be a valuable tool in support of the NRCS mission. The
Caribbean Area Soils Division has implemented a GIS Program Strategy that
incorporates the use of ArcGIS mobile applications in Field data gathering, sharing
virtual information and storing data for different programs. There will be a
demonstration of the Soil Health Assessment Worksheet using Survey123.

PRESENTERS:
Manuel Matos Rodriguez
Caribbean Area State Soil Scientist (currently Detail as
Northeast Soil Survey Regional Director)
Matos Rodriguez began his career with NRCS in January 2004 as a Soil
Scientist in Fargo, North Dakota. After five years updating soil surveys in the
Red River Valley of the North, he was offered a position in Thief River Falls,
MN, as a Resource Soil Scientist. In MN, Manuel provided technical soil
services for 13 counties. He also served as Acting MN State Soil Scientist and
MO Leader in Minneapolis, MN. Before joining the Caribbean Area, he worked
in Tavares, FL as MLRA Soil Survey Leader where he supervised a team of
scientists to update soil surveys in 34 counties in Central FL. Later, he moved
to Puerto Rico and served for four years as the Mayaguez MLRA Soil Survey
Office Leader, where he supervised a team of soil scientists, with the main
task of updating soil surveys for Puerto Rico and US Virgin Islands. Matos
Rodriguez has been on several details for soil survey activities in Wyoming,
Minnesota, and Haiti, where he completed initial soil surveys.

DeeDee Soto
Pollinator Conservation
Biologist, Xerces Society

Planner

and

NRCS

Partner

Soto works in the Central Valley of California providing support to
agricultural producers, ranchers, and landowners on the planning and
implementation of projects to benefit pollinators. Aside from working in the
conservation of pollinators, she also has diverse experience in botany and
rangeland management. Soto holds a bachelor’s degree in botany and
environmental biology as well as a minor in rangeland management from
Humboldt State University. Prior to working at Xerces, Soto worked as a
botany and range technician for several years with the Forest Service in
Colorado and Washington.
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SESSION 3
Urban Ag and NRCS: Innovating Mindsets
Synopsis:
In this track, we will address some common myths and misconceptions about urban
agriculture and NRCS assistance by defining what urban agriculture is and what it
looks like. Showcasing different urban operations and various examples of projects
and initiatives across the states that have benefited from NRCS assistance.
Additionally, we will be featuring a Hispanic Urban Producer. She will be sharing with
us her outlook and perspective on growing in an urban setting, the challenges of
managing an urban community garden, and lastly her experience working with NRCS.

PRESENTERS:

Paula Salazar
Urban Conservationist, Ogden, UT
Salazar has been with the NRCS for over six years and has cultivated a broad
range of knowledge from three different states, not only technical but also in
leadership. She started her career as a Pathway’s Student in NW Ohio. After
graduating in Environmental Studies, with an Agroecology Minor from Florida
International University, she started as Soil Conservationist full time in
Massillon, Northeast Ohio. Chasing the small, diversified farms, she moved to
Augusta, Maine, where the organic agriculture is big and known for. After
three years in Maine, she had the opportunity to move to Utah, where she
can expand her knowledge and start a new position as an Urban
Conservationist. Salazar is motivated that her experience and efforts will
help and strengthen Utah’s urban entities, landowners, and conservation
partners to protect natural resources in the cities.
During her spare time, Paula is a gardener in summer, snowboarder in winter,
and loves to hike with her two dogs.

Maria Alonso
Urban Farmer, Ontario, CA
Alonso began farming in Ontario California in 2010. She wanted to provide
fresh produce for her son, who was suffering symptoms of ADHD. Doctors
recommended medicine to treat the symptoms or a change in diet. With the
cost of medicine and treatment, Alonso opted for the latter due to her
financial situation. Alonso started with two small plots at a nearby school but
quickly outgrew them. She realized that not only her son needed quality
produce, but the community as well. Being located near Ontario
International airport in Los Angeles, the area is mostly commercial with low
access to organic produce. Alonso started looking for more space and the
city offered an abandoned parcel. The land is adjacent to a public park with
homes surrounding it. Alonso turned the parcel into a nonprofit community
garden called Huerta del Valle. With grants from Kaiser Permanente and the
city, she was able to purchase equipment and hire staff. Alonso turned to
USDA for help to install a high tunnel, irrigation water management, nutrient
management, and associated practices.
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Aknowledgement
We thank all NOPHNRCSE committee members, and speakers who developed
Day One of the Virtual Training Conference. We appreciate their enthusiasm
and expertise. Without their support and commitment to excellence, this
program would not be possible.
A Special thank you to:

Angel Anaya

Manuel Matos

Ag Engineer, ME

State Soil Scientist, PR

Angel Domenech

Maria Alonso

Resource Soil Scientist, MI

Huerta Del Valle, CA

Carlos Roda

Mariela Castañeda

Civil Engineer, FL

Public Affairs Specialist, OR

Carolina Luciano Ramos

Melissa Blair

Soil Conservationist, ME

Public Affaris Specialist, TX

Deedee Soto

Melissa Lopez-Martinez

Xerces

Soil Conservationist, FL

Diana Avellanet-Echevarria

Paula Salazar

State Program Specialist, FL

Urban Conservationist, UT

Ernesto De La Riva

Pedro Cruz-Carballo

State Watershed Engineer, CA

Horticulturalist ARS

Francisco Rivera

Rafael Gonzalez-Pagan

Resource Conservationist, PR

Soil Conservationist, IA

Jennifer Rivera San Antonio

Rebecca De La Torre

Soil Conservationist, CO

Assistant State Conservationist, AZ

Jorge Ortiz-Montalvo

Ricardo Ortiz-Rios

Soil Conservationist, ME

Resource Team Leader, TX

Manuel Diaz-Gonzalez

Vivian Vera

Ag/Civil Engineer, MA

Resource Conservationist, PR

Yamilette Martínez-Suarez
Engineer, FL
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